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military expedition of Ragbu described in canto IV is important as it helps us to understand the geographical and historical situation of the country in those times* Raghu's son is Aja. The account of the Swayamvara of Indumati, Aja's winning her and the severe battle that ensues between Aja and the dis* appointed lovers are given vividly in cantos VI and VII. Later we hear of the deep pathos of Aja's lamentation over the death of his beloved Indumati. Aja vifapahas become a classic of its kind. This is in a way a complement to Rati vilapa in the Kutnara-sambhava. Aja's son is Dasaratha and the story of his hunt resulting in a tragic blunder is told in canto IX. Then follows a beautiful devotional hymn addressed to Vishnu by the gods oppressed by Ravana, wherein the poet gives evidence of his philosophical lore. Canto XI speaks of Rama's story up to his marriage. Cantos XII, XIII and XIV carry on the story of Ramayana. In Canto XV we have the story of Uttara Ramayana and then follow brief accounts of some of the successors of Rama. Canto XIX ends abruptly with the death of the voluptuous Agnivarna. The style of Raghuvamsa is terse and dignified. The extreme condensation and the faultless nature of the expression prove this to be the maturest work of the poet. In the last few cantos a clear decline in the poetic powers is visible. Evidently by that time Kalidasa has grown too old to evince any more poetical enthusiasm. In the Raghuvamsa the narrative fair rapidity, ngt being too